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Adopted

THE TWENTY THIRD MEETING OF
THE ASEAN SENIOR OFFICIALS ON FORESTRY (23" ASOF)

7 October 2020, Thailand

Video Conference

INTRODUCTION

1. The 23" Meeting of the ASEAN Senior Officials on Forestry (ASOF) was held on 7
October 2020 through video conference. The Meeting was attended by Mdm.. Noralinda
Haji Ibrahim, Acting Director, Forestry Department, Ministry of Primary Resources and
Tourism, Mr. Hang Suntra, Deputy Director General, Forestry Administration, Ministry of
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries of Cambodia; Dr. Agus Justianto, Director General of
Research, Development and Innovation Agency, Ministry of Environment and Forestry of
Indonesia; Mr. .Sousath Sayakoummane, Director General, Department of Forestry,
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, Lao PDR; Dato’ Zahari Ibrahim, Deputy Director
General of Policy and Planning, Forestry Department of Peninsular Mataysia, Ministry of
Energy and Natural Resources, Malaysia; Dr. Thaung Naing Oo, Director of Planning and
Statistic Division, Forest Department, Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental
Conservation, Myanmar; Ms. Lourdes C. Wagan, Director, Forest Management Bureau,
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), Philippines; Mr. Sapol
Boonsermsuk, Director of Forestry Foreign Affairs Office, Royal Forest Department,
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, Thailand; Prof. Dr. Pham Van Dien,
Deputy Director General, Viet Nam Administration of Forestry, Ministry of Agriculture and
Rural Development, Viet Nam; and Dr. Pham Quang Minh, Assistant Director/Head, Food,
Agriculture and Forestry Division, ASEAN Economic Community Department, the ASEAN
Secretariat; and their respective Delegations.

2. Representatives from the Korea Forest Service, Secretariat of Asian Forest
Cooperation Organisation (AFoCO), the European Union, UN-FAQO, and the National
Forestry and Grassland Administration of China, were also in attendance. The list of

delegates appears as ANNEX 1.
OPENING SESSION

3. Ms, Lourdes C. Wagan, OIC Director, Forest Management Bureau, DENR of the
Philippines warmly welcomed all delegations and dialogue/international partners to the



23" ASOF Meeting that organised virtually. She informed several achievements despite
unprecedented circumstances, particularly the development of two important documents,
the Revised ASEAN Criteria and Indicators for Legality of Timber and the ASEAN
Guidelines for sustainable harvest and resource management protocols for important
NTFPs/NTFP categories. She thanked AMS for continuous support during her
chairmanship and encourage to further strengthen forestry cooperation in ASEAN. Her
remarks appear as ANNEX 2.

4. Mr. Adisorn Noochdumrong, Director General of Royal Forest Department, Thailand
expressed sincere gratitude to all AMS, ASEAN Secretariat and Dialogue Partners for
cooperation in strengthening forestry sector in ASEAN. He highlighted the importance to
continue the forestry cooperation despite the challenge of COVID-19 pandemic. He
emphasized the need for ASEAN to address challenges in deforestation, high market
demand, flood and drought, declining of productivity, forest fires and climate change. His
remarks appear as ANNEX 3.

Agenda ltem 1:  ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON AND VICE-CHAIRPERSON

5. In accordance with the ASEAN protocol, Mr. Sapol Boonsermsuk, Director of
Forestry Foreign Affairs Office, Royal Forest Department, Thailand and Prof. Dr. Pham
van Dien, Deputy Director General of Viet Nam Administration of Forestry, Ministry of
Agriculture and Rural Development, Viet Nam were elected as Chairperson and Vice-
Chairperson of the 23" ASOF Meeting, respectively.

Agenda ltem 2:  ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
8. The Meeting adopted the Agenda, which appears as ANNEX 4.

Agenda ltem 3: PROGRESS IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF POLICY
FRAMEWORK RELATED TO ASEAN COOPERATION IN

FORESTRY
3.1Highlights of High-Level Meetings

7. The Meeting noted the key outcomes that are relevant to food, agriculture and
forestry sectors arising from the 36 ASEAN Summit held on 26 June 2020, Special AEM
Virtual Meeting held on 4 June 2020, Special ASEAN Summit on COVID-19 via video
conference held on 14 April 2020, and the 26th ASEAN Economic Ministers (AEM) Retreat
held on 8 March 2020, namely:

- On Mitigating the impacts of COVID-19 pandemic, the Leaders announced the
establishment of the COVID-19 ASEAN Response Fund, and the commencement
of the process of moving forward ASEAN’s efforts to recover from the impacts of
COVID-19 with the development of a comprehensive recovery framework.

- On a cohesive and responsive ASEAN, the Leaders adopted the ASEAN Leaders’
Vision Statement on a Cohesive and Responsive ASEAN: Rising Above Challenges
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and Sustaining Growth, which reflects ASEAN’s strong commitment to upholding
ASEAN unity, solidarity and centrality while enhancing ASEAN’s capacity to
embrace the opportunities and effectively address emerging challenges.

The Information Paper appears as ANNEX 5.

8. The Meeting noted that ASEAN Secretariat is developing the ASEAN
Comprehensive Recovery Framework and Implementation Plan to guide sectors to
assess, realign, or expedite their work and priorities and undertake new initiatives to
promote the achievement of the broad strategies under the framework. The Meeting
supported the development of ASEAN Comprehensive Recovery Framework, of which
several measures are related to the forestry cooperation such as: (i) promote awareness
on the risks of zoonotic diseases and (ii} formulate recommendations to minimize the risks
of zoonotic diseases fransmission from illegal wildlife trade. In this connection, The
Meeting recommended to develop a procedure and measure on biodiversity management
of zoonotic diseases that come from forest to avoid spreading of disease such as COVID-
19. '

3.2 Matters Arising from the SOM-AMAF, AMAF Meeting other relevant
Meetings, and the ASEAN Summit

9. The Meeting was informed on the outcomes of the SSOM-41%' AMAF, 415 AMAF
Meeting and related meetings on issues relevant to Forestry Sectors. The 41% AMAF
Meeting adopted four key deliverables of ASEAN Cooperation in Forestry namely (i)
Regional Community Forestry Participatory Assessment Tool, ii) Regional Agroforestry for
Climate Change Resilient Landscape Manual, i) ASEAN Guidelines for Detecting and
Preventing Wildlife Trafficking and (iv) ASEAN Voluntary Code of Conduct on Imports for
Forest & Timber Companies. The excerpt of the reports appears as ANNEX 6.

Action Line: AMS, ASEAN Secretariat
3.3 Strategic Plan of Action for ASEAN Cooperation in Forestry (2016-2025)

10. The Meeting noted information paper from ASEAN Secretariat highlighting the
Midterm review of the SPA for ASEAN Cooperation in Forestry 2016-2025 and
prioritization of the SPA for ASEAN Cooperation in Forestry 2021-2025. The information

paper appears as ANNEX 7.

11.  The Meeting endorsed the Midterm Review (MTR) of the ASEAN Cooperation in
Forestry 2016-2025. for period 2016-2020 and agreed to submit the Prioritisation of the
Strategic Plan of Action (SPA) for ASEAN Cooperation in Forestry, 2021-2025 to the 42"
AMAF through SOM-AMAF for notation. The MTR and prioritization of SPA 2021-2025

appears as ANNEX 8 and 9 respectively.




Action Line: AMS, ASEAN Secretariat

Agenda ltem 4: PROGRESS OF SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT (SFM) IN
ASEAN Member STATES

Brunei Darussalam

12.  The Meeting noted the presentation from Brunei Darussalam on the progress of
sustainable forest management (SFM) which appears as ANNEX 10. The presentation
highlighted national strategy for SFM, impact of COVID-19 to forestry sectors and
recommendations for regional cooperation. Due to COVID-19 pandemic production in 2nd
quarter in timber industry is reducing 30%. The Meeting noted recommendations for
regional cooperation that include strengthened networking and sharing experiences and
enhance capacity building/training activities.

Cambodia

13.  The Meeting was informed on SFM implementation in Cambodia highlighting
overview of forest resources, policy/rules/regulations, national strategy and initiatives in
implementing SFM. Several initiatives related to SFM including increase capacity,
knowledge, and forest planning to the community forestry on sustainable uses of forest
and strengthening the capacity of forest monitoring and reporting system, showing the
results and outcomes, updated monthly and available in the public domain. The
challenges identified in SFM implementation include, amongst other i) ccapacity of staff at
the National and FMU level is limited, ii) interest of stakeholders to participate in the
subject of the MAR-SFM format, iii) periodical review (new knowledge, changing social
needs) especially on C&l for SFM and iv) COVID-19 pandemic. The presentation appears
as ANNEX 11.

Indonesia

14.  The Meeting noted the presentation on forest management in Indonesia highlighting
national strategies in SFM implementation, and initiatives in enhancing SFM
implementation. Several strategies have been developed namely timber legality
verification scheme (SVLK), reduced impact logging (RIL) and reduced impact fogging
carbon (RIL-C), moratorium on new concessions in peat land and primary forests,
ecosystem restoration concessions in production forest, forest allocation for social forestry
activities, conflict resolution on SFM, and digitalisation system in production forest
management. The Meeting noted that the COVID-19 pandemic has impacted the export-
import of timber products.

15. - The Meeting noted several recommendations that include further enhancing SFM
through exchange best practices in forest management unit development and mangrove
rehabilitation networking, promote the adoption of digitalisation and online information
system in forest management of AMS and continue cooperation for promoting trade of
legal timber and timber products. The presentation appears as ANNEX 12.




Lao PDR

16.  The Meeting noted the presentation on the implementation of SFM in Lao PDR. The
presentation highlighted forest figures and current initiatives to enhance sustainable forest
management. Despite the challenges of agricultural expansion, shifting cultivation,
infrastructure development and unsustainable and illegal practices the forest cover in Lao
PDR is increasing. Lao PDR has set target in 2020 to increase forest cover to 70% of its
total land area. Lao PDR is updating forest strategy towards 2030 in alignment with current
development, regional and international issues. To increase investment in tree plantation,
the country improves enabling condition for investment of commercial plantation and
targeted to increase plantation from 50000 to 480000 hectares within 2 years. The
presentation appears as ANNEX 13.

Malaysia

17.  The Meeting was informed on the status of SFM implementation in Malaysia. The
presentation highlighted state of SFM, national strategy for SFM, initiatives related to
regional cooperation, FLEG implementation, impact of COVID 19 pandemic to forestry
sectors and recommendations for regional cooperation. On FLEG implementation,
Malaysia applies aerial monitoring using drone and helicopter, formation of elite team,
establishment of forest forensic unit, ground patrolling, integrated enforcement and forest
monitoring using remote sensing. Regarding COVID-19 pandemic, it has impacted social
impact and reduce government revenue from forestry sector, caused shortage of timber
raw materials as well as affected ecotourism activity in the country. Enforcement activities
were carried out as usual despite the Movement Control Order. Several recommendations
presented include enhance cooperation for transboundary enforcement, technology
transfer and capacity building and establish procedure on zoonotic disease from forest.
The presentation appears as ANNEX 14.

Myanmar

18. The Meeting was informed SFM implementation in Myanmar highlighting forest
laws, policies and regulations related to SFM, progress on FLEG implementation and
initiatives in SFM implementation. Several initiatives to improve SFM implementation
including Myanmar Reforestation and Rehabilitation Programme (MRRP), Reintroducing
Natural Habitats Programme (RNH), community forestry, biodiversity conservation, FLEGT
and EU VPA process and establishment of forest plantations. Challenges identified in
implementation of SFM include high rate of deforestation and degradation, conflict of
interest between sectors, conflict in policies, high market demand of teak, rosewood and
valuable hardwood, illegal logging and its associaied trade. The presentation appears as

ANNEX 15.




Philippines

19.  The Meeting was informed of the progress of advancing SFM implementation in the
Philippines. The presentation highlighted state of the forest, national forest policies and
programme, initiatives to improve forest management and its challenges. Several
initiatives related to SFM implementation include national greening program, forest
protection program, implementation of Lawin System, develop REDD+ Readiness
Roadmap. Currently, the Philippines has initiatives on Payment for Ecosystem Services
(PES), development of carbon accounting and verification and certification system for
forest carbon projects (CAVCS), carbon sink programme, and development and testing of
National Forest Stock Monitoring System (NFMS). Further, impacts of COVID-19
pandemic to the forestry sector were identified. It slows down the production and transport
of forest products, delays the implementation of various programs and projects, and limits
the mobility of forestry personnel in the delivery of services. The Philippine Government,
through the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), take on several
actions to combat the impacts of pandemic to forestry sector, such as adopting NGP
Family Approach, developing of weekly forestry webinars, and allowing the use of
mechanize nursery facilities in support of food production program. The presentation
appears as ANNEX 16.

Thailand

20. The Meeting was informed on the progress of sustainable forest management in
Thailand highlighting state of SFM, national strategy for SEM, initiatives related to regional
cooperation and progress of FLEG implementation. Thailand has been implementing
several measures to support SFM that include forest fire control, monitoring forest
changes, forest land management program, revising laws and regulations, reforestation
and forest rehabilitation. Thailand informed the progress of Thai-EU FLEGT VPA process
which has already started since 2012. At present the negotiation process is still on-going.
The presentation appears as ANNEX 17.

Viet Nam

21. The Mesting was informed on the progress of SFM implementation in Viet Nam,
highlighting state of forest, national strategy for SFM, cooperation in implementing SFM
and challenges in SFM implementation. The Meeting was also informed on the roadmap
for developing and operating Viet Nam Forest Certification Scheme. On FLEG, Viet Nam
and the European Union has concluded the VPA/FLEGT negotiation on 11 May 2017 in
Brussels, Belgium. Currently, both Viet Nam and the European Union are in the
preparatory stage for implementation of the Agreement. The presentation appears as
ANNEX 18.

Agenda ltem 5: PROGRESS OF COOPERATION ACTIVITIES

22 The Meeting noted that several meetings of subsidiary bodies under ASOF namely
AWG on Forest Management, AWG on CITES and Wildlife Enforcement and AWG on




Forest and Climate Change have been postponed/rescheduled to 2021 due to COVID-19
pandemic. Cambodia and Myanmar expressed their commitment to host the meeting in
2021 and will inform AMS through the Secretariat the exact date and venue of the
meeting. The information paper appears as ANNEX 19.

23 The Meeting noted that two key deliverables for ASEAN Cooperation in Forestry
2020 namely the Revised ASEAN Criteria and Indicators for Legality of Timber and
ASEAN Guidelines for Sustainable Harvest and Resource Management Protocols for Non-
timber Forest Products (NTFPs) have been concluded intersessionally. The Meeting
endorsed the two key deliverables and agreed to submit it to 42" AMAF for adoption. The
final documents appear as ANNEX 20 and 21.

24. Regarding the POA developments, the Meeting was informed that the study review
of the POA of five working groups under ASOF have been conducted. The Meeting
endorsed the following documents:

- Plan of Action (POA) for ASEAN Cooperation in Social Forestry 2021-2025
(ANNEX 22)

- Plan of Action (POA) for ASEAN Cooperation in Forest and Climate Change 2021-
2025 (ANNEX 23)

- Plan of Action (POA) for ASEAN Cooperation in CITES and Wildlife Enforcement
2021-2025 (ANNEX 24)

25. The Meeting noted that the POA for ASEAN Cooperation in Forest Products
Development 2021-2025 and POA for ASEAN Cooperation in Forest Management 2021-
2025 are being discussed intersessionally by the respective working groups. The draft
POA appears as ANNEX 25 and 26 respectively.

26. The Meeting agreed to the proposed two key deliverables for ASEAN Cooperation
in Forestry in year 2021, namely i) ASEAN Handbook on Legal Cooperation to Combat
fllegal Wildlife Trade and ii) State and Outlook of Agroforestry in ASEAN. The Meeting
requested the AWG on CITES and Wildlife Enforcement and AWG on Social Forestry to
develop the two key deliverables and ensure timely compietion of the two key deliverables.

5.1 ASEAN Working Group on Forest Products Development

27.  The Meeting noted the outcomes of the 22" Meeting of the ASEAN Working Group
on Forest Products Development (AWG-FPD) which was held on 6 October 2020 via
video conference (by Thailand).

28. The Meeting noted the progress of cooperation on Herbal and Medicinal Plants,
research development, forest products and trade initiatives, ASEAN Regional Knowledge
Network (ARKN) on FPD, frade promotion and also NTFP development in AMS.

29. The Meeting requested active participation of AMS in supporting relevant initiative
such as updating the ARKN-FPD website and nominate two focal points for the
development of ASEAN Herbal and Medicinal Plants Volume 3. The Meeting also noted




the progress made on FLEG work plan implementation including EU-FLEGT VPA
processes, and partnership with dialogue/international partners.

30. The Meeting noted the development of proposals initiated by AMS namely i) Study
on Young Fast Growing Plantation Teak and/or Shorea in ASEAN Region and Wood
_Properties Improvement Technology (Indonesia), i) Application of Near Infrared
Spectroscopy Technology in the Evaluation of Physical and Mechanical Properties of
Tropical Timber (Malaysia) and iii) Institutionalizing Forestry Certification Schemes for
increased ASEAN Trade, which aiming to enhance forest products competitiveness and
strengthen ASEAN Member State (AMS) trade in the region by institutionalizing
sustainable forestry certification schemes.

31. The Meeting appreciated the initiative from Indonesia to continue maintaining the
ASEAN documentation of R&D information/directory on the ARKN-FPD website
(http://arkn-fpd.org). The Meeting requested members of the AWG-FPD to nominate two
focal points and submit to Indonesia for consolidation.

Action Line: Indonesia

32.  The Meeting adopted the Report of the 23 AWG on Forest Products Development
and its recommendations which appears as ANNEX 27,

33, The Meeting noted that the 24" AWG-FPD Meeting will be held back to back with
the 21% ASOF International Seminar and the 24" ASOF Meeting in Viet Nam in 2021.

Action Line: Viet Nam

52 ASEAN Working Group on Social Forestry (AWG-SF)

34.  The Meeting noted the outcomes of the 14™ AWG on Social Forestry Meeting that
was held virtually by Cambodia. The Meeting congratulated the progress implementation
of the POA for ASEAN cooperation in social forestry and noted the development of study
review of the POA 2016-2020 and POA 2021-2025.

35. The Meeting noted that the ASEAN Swiss Partnership on Social Forestry and
Climate Change (ASFCC) had ended in end February 2020. For the post the Meeting
noted that Indonesia will further discuss with RECOFTC on the arrangements for
maintaining the functions of the AWG-SF Secretariat. The Meeting noted that CIFOR,
ICRAF, NTFP-EP, SEARCA, RECOFTC will continue providing technical support to the
cooperation.

36. The Meeting supported a concept note on A Multi-Sectoral Approach for a Climate
Resilient ASEAN: 2021-2025 that has been developed by RECOFTC in collaboration with
indonesia. The Meeting requested the proponent to further develop and discuss the
proposal at the AWG-SF. The concept note appears as ANNEX 28.




37. The Meeting noted four identified priorities for improving cooperation among
ASEAN Member States on social forestry, including i) exchanging of learning and
experiences among Member States, ii) development of guidelines for accessing markets
and increasing trade in forest products from social forestry areas, iii) development of
ASEAN framework linking social forestry to Sustainable Development Goals of the UN
2030 Agenda and iv) development of a social forestry database.

38. The Meeting adopted the Report of the 13" AWG on Social Forestry and its
recommendations which appears as ANNEX 29,

Action Line: AWG-SF

39. The Meeting noted that the 15™ Meeting of the AWG-SF will be held in 2021 in
Indonesia.

Action Line: Indonesia, ASEAN Secretariat

Agenda ltem 6: COOPERATION WITH DIALOGUE/DEVELLOPMENT PARTNERS
6.1 ASEAN-ROK Cooperation in Forestry
6.1.1 Korea Forest Service

40. The Meeting noted the presentation on Korea’s International Cooperation Policy in
Forestry. Korea has established bilateral and muttilateral cooperation in forestry sectors
with AMS and actively supporting international organisations addressing forestry issues
such as AFoCO, FAO, ITTO, IUCN, CIFOR etc. The presentation appears as ANNEX 30.

41. The Meeting was informed on the implementation of Declaration on Forest
Cooperation for Peace and Prosperity including Peace Forest Initiative (PFI), ASEAN-ROK
Garden and Korea's regulation to promote legal timber. The Meeting noted key institutions
in cooperation for ASEAN-ROK Garden namely Korea Forest Service, AFoCO and Korea
National Arboretum. :

42. The Meeting supported the implementation of the Declaration on Forest for Peace
and Prosperity and expressed interest to explore collaboration on Peace Forest Initiative
and the establishment of ASEAN-ROK Garden. The Meeting was informed that Cambodia
together with Lao PDR and Thailand are developing a project on the Emerald Triangle
Transboundary Greenbelt Areas under the concept of PFI. Cambodia is also developing a
concept note on Establishing ASEAN-ROK Greening Garden towards Strengthening
Forest Cooperation and Friendship at Chong Kran Roy Community Forestry, Siem Reap.

43, The Meeting noted that KFS will host World Forestry Congress (WFC) on 24-28
May 2021 in Seoul with the theme “Building a green, healthy and resilient future with
forest”. KFS invited all AMS to the WFC 2021, the world largest international forestry
gathering. The Meeting congratulated KFS for the WFC 2021 and expressed commitment

to patticipate at the Congress.




Action Line: KFS

6.1.2 AFoCO

44. The Meeting noted the information from representative of the AFoCO Secretariat on
the updated status of the AFoCO Agreement and the status of on-going projects. The
Meeting AFoCO Agreement has entered into force on 27 April 2018 and currently consists
of thirteen Parties and two observers.. The information paper appears as ANNEX 31.

45 AFoCO has developed strategic priorities that includes i) Initiating customized
reforestation models, ii) Research and development in climate change adaptation
approaches, iii) Introducing technology in managing forest-related disasters, iv) Local
livelihood improvement through forest-related activities, v) Strengthening organizational
capabilities and regional actions.

46. The Meeting noted that AFoCO is developing several projects with AMS, such as i)
Capacity Building on Enhancing Resilience to Forest Fire, and Local Livelihood and
Market Linkages, ii) Restoration and Rehabilitation of Degraded Terrestrial Ecosystems in
Asia through Conservation of Endangered, Endemic and Threatened Plant Species
(EETSY and establishment of ASEAN-ROK Garden.

47. The Meeting congratulated AFoCO Secretariat for the achievements and
collaboration with ASEAN and AMS in forestry sectors.The Meeting supported the new
initiatives being developed by AFoCO and AMS and requested AFoCO to enhance
partnership with ASEAN by initiating new ASEAN project. The Meeting noted several
potential projects that could be explored with AFoCO such as training in wood
identification, capacity building in strengthening forest management unit as best practices
in sustainable forest management, application of near infrared spectroscopy in the
evaluation of wood properties.

Action Line: AFoCO Secretariat

6.2 EU-FLEGT Asia Programme Support to the FLEG Work Plan

48. The Meeting noted the presentation from the EU delegation in Jakarta on the EU
potential support to VPAs in Asia and FLEG Work Plan and SPA for ASEAN Cooperation
in Forestry. The presentation appears as ANNEX 32.

49. The Meeting was informed that the EU and European Forest Institute have signed
Regional-ASEAN Forest Governance Support Programme (EU FLEGT Asia Programme)
on 18" August 2020 that aiming to support or complement on-going initiatives such as the
Strategic Plan of Action for ASEAN Co-operation on Forestry (2016-2025) that has been
adopted in 2016 and the specific Forest Law Enforcement Governance (FLEG) Work Plan
(2016-2025).
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50. The objectives and specific outcomes of the programme include i) to enhance the
sustainable production and trade of legally sourced timber and timber products to, within
and from the ASEAN region and ii) to enhance and demonstrate good forest governance,
monitoring and sustainable forest management across ASEAN +3.

51. The Meeting supported newly initiative from the EU on Regional-ASEAN Forest
Governance Support Programme (EU-FLEGT Asia Programme) and requested ASEAN
Secretariat to facilitate further discussion with the EU to identify priority activities to be in
line with the Work Plan for FLEG implementation in ASEAN 2016-2025 and SPA for
ASEAN Cooperation on Forestry 2016-2025.

52. Regarding the implementation of resolution by the EU parliament on the EU’s role
in Protecting and Restoring the Worlds, the EU informed the meeting that several policies
on forests including deforestation related commodity trade are under review or discussion
in the EU. The EU agreed to include the new development of this policy at the next
Regional Training Workshop on Timber Legality Assurance. The resolution is accessible at
https:/fec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12137-Minimising-
the-risk-of-deforestation-and-forest-degradation-associated-with-products-placed-on-the-
EU-market/public-consultation.

Action Line: the EU, ASEAN Secretariat

6.3 Update on the Implementation of China-ASEAN POA on Forestry
Cooperation for Implementation of the Nanning Initiative (2018-2020)

53. The Meeting noted the progress of the implementation of the PoA of China-ASEAN
cooperation on forestry for implementation of the Nanning initiative. Several activities were
implemented in 2019 including seminar on Forestry Addressing Climate Change and
Sustainable Development, China-ASEAN Expo Forest and Wood Products Exhibition,
strengthen the cooperation and exchange in science and technology. The presentation
appears as ANNEX 33.

54. The Meeting was Informed that China will host the China-ASEAN Forestry
Cooperation Forum that was initially will be conducted this year to next year (2021} due to
COVID 19 pandemic. China is inviting AMS to participate at the China-ASEAN Forestry
Cooperation Forum 2021 to commemorate 30" anniversary of relationship.

Action Line: China

6.4 Technical Cooperation Programme (TCP) on scaling up agroforestry in
the ASEAN region for food security and environmental benefits (FAO)

55. The Meeting noted the update from FAO on the implementation of the TCP on
scaling up agroforestry in the ASEAN region for food security and environmental benefits.
The TCP aims to support the implementation of the ASEAN Guidelines for Agroforestry




Development which were approved at the 40th Meeting of the ASEAN Ministers on
Agriculture and Forestry. The presentation appears as ANNEX 34.

56. Several activities that have been commenced include the development of Roadmap
for Agroforestry Development in Cambodia, Lao PDR and Myanmar (pilot countries) and
inception workshop of the TCP in Cambodia. The Meeting appreciated FAQ for the
support to AMS through the TCP and viewed that the TCP could also support the
development of database for agroforestry in ASEAN.

57. The Meeting expressed their interest to explore another potential TCP in the areas
of common interest such as FLEG, capacity building for SFM and forest landscape

management.

Agenda ltem 7: OTHER MATTERS

7.4  Project Proposal on Emerald Triangle Trans-Boundary Green Belts
Areas between Cambodia, Lao PDR, and Thailand

58. The Meeting noted the project proposal from Cambodia on Emerald Triangle Trans-
Boundary Green Beits Areas between Cambodia, Lao PDR, and Thailand. The project
aims to promote peace and prosperity at the Greenbelt Emerald Triangle areas between
Cambodia, Lao PDR and Thailand. The proposal appears as ANNEX 35. The Meeting
welcomed the proposal and agreed to provide input/comment to the project proposal for
further improvement.

Action Line: Cambodia, AMS

7.2 Establishing ASEAN-ROK Greening Garden Toward Strengthening
Forest Cooperation and Friendship (ASEAN-ROK-GG), Chong Kran Roy
Community Forestry, Siem Reap Province, Cambodia.

59. The Meeting noted the project proposal from Cambodia on Establishing ASEAN-
ROK Greening Garden Toward Strengthening Forest Cooperation and Friendship
(ASEAN-ROK-GG), Chong Kran Roy Community Forestry, Siem Reap Province,
Cambodia. The project aims to promote human wellbeing and peaceful through the
establishment of ASEAN-ROK Green Gardening and to convert natural forest land into a
recreational (or community-based ecotourist) site that could generate financial incomes for
relevant government and non-government stakeholders, particularly local communities, to
protect this resource. The proposal appears as ANNEX 36.

Agenda Item 8: DATE AND VENUE OF THE NEXT MEETING

60. The Meeting was informed that Viet Nam will host the 24" Meeting of ASOF and its
related Meetings in 2021 in Ha Noi. The exact date and venue of the Meeting will be
informed in due course through the ASEAN Secretariat.
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Agenda ltem 9: ADOPTION OF THE REPORT
61. The Meeting adopted the Report of the 23 ASOF Meeting through Ad-referendum.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

62. The Delegates expressed their appreciation to the Royal Forest Depariment of
Thailand for the excellent arrangements made for the Meeting. The Meeting also thanked
the ASEAN Secretariat for the assistance rendered.

63. The Meeting held in the traditional spirit of ASEAN cordiality and solidarity.
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REPORT OF THE TWENTY THIRD MEETING OF ASEAN WORKING GROUP ON FOREST
PRODUCTS DEVELOPMENT (23%° AWG-FPD)

06 October 2020, Thailand

Video Conference

INTRODUCTION

1. The Twenty Third Meeting of ASEAN Working Group on Forest Products Development
(23" AWG-FPD Meeting) was held on 06 October 2020 through a video conference. The
Meeting was chaired by Thailand and attended by Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia,
Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Thailand, Viet Nam and ASEAN Secretariat. The
representatives from the European Union Forest Law Enforcement Governance, and Trade
(EU-FLEGT) Asia Programme also attended the Meeting. The list of delegates appears in
ANNEX 1.

OPENING SESSION

2. Mr. Somsak Sappakosonkul, Deputy Director General Director, Royal Forest
Department, Thailand warmly welcomed all delegates the 23" AWG FPD Meeting that was held
virtually with the support of the ASEAN Secretariat. He highlighted several challenges in forest
products development, such as deforestation, high market demand, flood and drought, declining
productivity, climate change, forest fire and so on. Therefore, the most important issue of
concern is the market since the global timber market is always demanding more sustainable
and/or more legal forest products. He also informed that Forest Products Development
sustainability needed to emphasize the use of clean and green technologies and investment;
international standardize, circular economies of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises;
technology and R&D; Capacity Building; facilitating enterprises; and fostering Public Private
Partnership. His remarks appear as ANNEX 2.



Final

AGENDA ITEM 1:  ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON AND VICE-CHAIRPERSON

3, In accordance with the ASEAN Protocol, Mr. Sapol Boonsermsuk, Director of Forestry
Foreign Affairs Office, Royal Forest Department, Thailand and Ms. Nguyen Tuong Van, Deputy
Director of Department of Science, Technology and International Cooperation, Viet Nam were
elected as Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson of the 23" AWG-FPD Meeting, respectively.

AGENDA ITEM 2: ADOPTION OF AGENDA
4 The Meeting adopted the Agenda, which appears as ANNEX 3.

AGENDA ITEM 3: PROGRESS IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF POLICY FRAMEWORK
RELATED TO ASEAN COOPERATION iN FORESTRY

3.1 Matters arising from the 22" Meeting of the ASEAN Senior Officials on Forestry
(ASOF) and Related ASEAN Meetings

5. The Meeting noted the outcomes of the 22™ Meeting of the ASEAN Senior Officials on
Forestry (ASOF), and related meetings on issues relevant to forest products development. The
99M ASOF endorsed the ASEAN Voluntary Code of Conduct on Imports for Forest and Timber
Companies (ASEAN VCoC), which subsequently adopted by the 41 AMAF Meeting. The
information paper appears as ANNEX 4.

AGENDA ITEM 4: COOPERATION {N TIMBER CERTIFICATION INITIATIVE

4.1 Progress on the FLEG Work Plan (2016-2025)
411 The Revised ASEAN Criteria and Indicators for Legality of Timber

6. The Meeting noted that the revision of the ASEAN 'C&l for legality of timber was
proposed to be made based on developments in timber legality assurance in AMS as well as to
consider international norms and developments. The revision also aims to support AMS efforts
in meeting international market requirements for legality of timber. The revised ASEAN Criteria
and Indicators for Legality of Timber was finalized by the AWG-FPD intersessionally and
endorsed by ASOF through ad-ref on 20" July 2020. The Meeting agreed to submit it to the 23
ASOF for further submission to AMAF. The final draft of the revised ASEAN C&l for Legality of
Timber appears as ANNEX §.

AGENDA ITEM 5: COOPERATION IN HERBAL AND MEDICINAL PLANTS

5.1 Exchange of Database on ASEAN Herbal and Medicinal Piants
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7. The Meeting noted the progress on exchange of database on HMP in ASEAN. The
Meeting was informed that the materials from ASM for the Volume Il of ASEAN Herbal and
Medicinal Plants are stilt being collated. Malaysia requested all AMS o nominate two contact
persons and submit the nomination to Malaysia focal point for consolidation.

Action by: Malaysia, AMS

8. The Meeting noted the presentation from Indonesia on the research and development of
Eurycoma longifolia Jack or Pasak Bumi in Indonesia. Indonesia also presented to the Meeting

-the production and marketing of Pasak Bumi such as capsule, chips, honey and other derivative
products. The presentation appears as ANNEX 6.

5.2 ASEAN Documentation of R&D Information/Directory

9, The Meeting noted the update from Indonesia on ASEAN Documentation of R&D
information/Directory. Indonesia requested AMS to nominate country admin for compilation of
the documentation and submit it to Dr. Novitri Hastuti (novienov3@yahoo.com) for consoiidation
and uploading in the ARKN-FPD Website. The information paper appears as ANNEX 7.

Action line: Indonesia

AGENDA {ITEM 6: COOPERATION IN FOREST PRODUCTS DEVELOPMENT

6.1 Update on the ldentification, Support of Project Proposals and Accelerate
Possible Areas of Cooperation for Forest Products Development and Trade

10. The Meeting .noted the proposal from Indonesia on Study on Young Fast Grown
Plantation Teak, Wood Properties improvement Technology, and Timber Grading in ASEAN
Region. The study will be conducted as a three years collaboration between AMS to compile the
research status of young fast grown plantation teak and wood properties improvement
technology in ASEAN region; conducting joint research in the improvement technology of super
teak, and developing standard of grading for this new material. Presentation and proposal
appear as ANNEX 8.
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1. The Meeting noted a concept note from Malaysia on Application of Near Infrared
Spectroscopy Technology in the Evaluation of Physical and Mechanical Properties of Tropical
Timber. The research suggested two representative researchers of each AMS to participate and
share the knowledge in using NIRS technology to determine the physical and mechanical
properties of tropical timber. The concept note appears as _ANNEX 9.

12. The Mesting welcomed the initiatives from Indonesia and Malaysia and suggested to
explore combining the two proposal as joint proposal as necessary. Indonesia and Malaysia will
develop full proposal using template of the ASEAN project proposal for further submission to

AWG-FPD focal points.

Action line: Indonesia and Malaysia
6.1.1 Update on Non Timber Forest Products (NTFP) Development and Trade

13. The Mesting noted presentations from Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Philippines,
Thailand and Viet Nam. All presentations appear as ANNEX 10. The Meeting noted major
groups of NTFPs that include rattan, bamboo, sap, resin, leaves and roots, seeds/grains, silvo-
pasture products, silvo-fishery products, bark and fruits, tubers. The Meeting viewed the
necessity to promote NTFPs development in ASEAN aside from timber and promote trade of

NTFPs in the region.

6.1.2 Project Proposal on Institutionalizing Forestry Certification Schemes for
Increased ASEAN Trade.

14. The Meeting noted a project proposal from Myanmar on Institutionalizing Forestry
Certification Schemes for Increased ASEAN Trade with aim to strengthen ASEAN Member
State (AMS) trade in the region by institutionalizing sustainable forestry certification schemes.
The project aims to strengthen ASEAN Member State (AMS) trade in the region by
institutionalizing sustainable forestry certification schemes.

15. The Meeting welcomed the proposal and requested Myanmar as proponent to explore
potential funding for the project. The presentation and project proposal appears as ANNEX 11

6.2 Update on the Establishment of Networking among ASEAN Research and Trade
Promotion Institutions to Facilitate Exchange of Information, Transfer of
Technology, and Sharing of Expertise in Forest Products Development and

Trade

6.2.1 Update of Regional Knowledge Network on Forest Products Development
(Lead Country: Indonesia)
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16. The Meeting noted some progress on the official website on ASEAN Regional
Knowledge Network on Forest Product Development. The website has currently including HMP
Directory, publications, and country progress report from all AMS to share data and information
among AMS. Indonesia requested for submission of the country admin toc maintain the website
should there is any changes. After obtaining the compiete country admin list, a training in
website management will be held virtually. The presentation appears as ANNEX 12.

6.2.2 Strengthen Trade Promotions (L.ead Country: Malaysia)

17. The Meeting noted that due to pandemic COVID-19, Malaysia has postponed future
exhibitions and conference until further notice. The Meeting also noted that to maintain the
business, the timber industry is gradually maintaining the buyers from overseas. The Meeting
noted the additional information from Indonesia regarding the trade promotion events: the
International Furniture Expo/IFEX 2021 that will be held in 11-14 March 2021 in Jakarta; this
scheduling is in conjunction with the postponed 2020 IFEX due to Covid-19 Pandemic, and
Indonesia will also host an Intemational Furniture Manufacturing Componenis and
Woodworking Machinery Exhibition (IFMAC & WOODMACY) in Jakarta from 12-15 October 2021
next year after its postponement in 2020 due to Covid-19 pandemic. The preseniation appears
as ANNEX 13.

6.3 Update and Information Sharing on Common Non-Tariff Barriers by Importing
Countries

6.3.1 Compilation and Exchange of Information on Common Barriers to Trade in
Forest Products, Particularly in US, EU, and Japan Markets (Lead Country:
Malaysia)

18. There is no update on common barriers to trade in forest products from Malaysia.
Indonesia added some information to the meeting as foliows: In August 2019 UK Department for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) proposed a mandatory legislation that require
importation of forest risk commodities, including timber and timber products. The Legislation
Mandating Supply Chain Due Diligence shows that the products is not linking deforestation and
have been produced according to relevant local laws.

In this opportunity Indonesia also would like to again propose some matters to help minimizing
dispute due to non-tariff barriers imposed by importing countries:

1) Use botanical/scientific names of timber in international trading, and include it on standard
harmonization. We can use the book 'Equivalent timber names in ASEAN' as a standard.

2) Reduce the import tax as incentive or values for countries with already implemented TLAS.
it is also a base of promoting ASEAN as pioneer of legal timber trading in the world.

3) Invite the importer countries to share their regulation.

6.4 Update on Exchange of information and Harmonise Technical Regulations to
Facilitate Trade (l.ead Country: Indonesia)
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6.4.1 Update on the FLEGT VPA implementation

19. indonesia informed the meeting of the update on the FLEGT VPA negotiation and
implementation in ASEAN Region. By far seven countries have signed FLEGT VPA with the EU
and are currently developing the systems needed to control, verify and license legal timber,
while nine more countries are in the negotiation process with the EU. A number of countries
have also expressed interest in receiving more information- about the VPA process. Indonesia
also informed that the country has implemented FLEGT-VPA and supported efforts to combat
illegal logging and increase trade export through Indonesian Timber Legality Assurance System
(SLVK). Indonesia has signed FLEGT-VPA with UK in February 2019 to support the timber
trade in UK market. The presentation appears as ANNEX 14,

20. The Meeting noted that, in Myanmar, the formation of national level FLEGT Muiti-
Stakeholder Group (MSG) with 28 members(i.e. 9 from the government sector, 9 from private
sectors, 9 from CSO and a FLEGT Focal person) and regional level MSG with 441 members
from three all sectors have been notified by the Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environmental Conservation in 2018 and 2019 respectively. In 2020, Myanmar has aflowed
visiting of CSOs to the forests to study about the field operations mentioned in the published
CoC. Moreover, in 2020, “Multi-Stakeholder Workshop on Preparation of a roadmap of FLEGT
priorities to address timber legality in Myanmar” was held with the participation of national and
regional levels MSG members and the representatives from Directorate General of the
Environment (EU), FAO-EU FLEGT Programme, NGOs and INGOs so that Myanmar timber
can be exported to EU by following Due Diligence System before FLEGT License.

21 The Meeting noted the progress of Thai-EU-VPA negotiation highlighting negotiation
structure and the timeline. The presentation appears as ANNEX 15.

6.5 Update on Support Aligning National Standards and Testing Protocols in line
with Existing Internationally Recognised Standards (Indonesia)

6.5.1 Development of National Standards among others through the Adoption or
Modification of ISO Standard

22. The Meeting noted the information from Indonesia on the status of harmonization of
wood based products. Indonesia briefed the Meeting on the progress and submission made by
AMS on the harmonisation of standards for wood-based sector in ASEAN.

6.5.2 Exchange of Information on the Latest Edition of ISO and IEC Standards
for Harmonisation/Alignment

23. The Meeting noted presentation on latest edition of ISO and IEC standards for
harmonization. The presentation for agenda 6.5.1 and 6.5.2 appears as ANNEX 16.
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6.6 Update on Strengthening Cooperation in Human Resources Development in
Forest Products Development

6.6.1 Identification of Capacity Building Needs and Conduct of Capacity Building
Activities for the AMS (Lead Country: Philippines)

24, Concerning the proposal on “Training on Wood and Plant Identification using Computer
Vision and Spectroscopy”, the Meeting noted that the ASEAN Secretariat has submitted to
Japan ASEAN Integrated Fund (JAIF} for possible funding support. JAIF appreciated the
submission and informed that Japan has yet considered the proposal for the funding support.
The proponent will explore other dialogue partners to support the proposal with facilitation of the
ASEAN Secretariat. The proposal appears as ANNEX 17.

Agenda ltem 7: PLAN OF ACTION FOR ASEAN COOPERATION IN FOREST
PRODUCTS DEVELOPMENT

25. The Meeting noted the information from the ASEAN Secretariat on the development of
POA for ASEAN Cooperation in Forest Products Development. The draft study review of the
POA for ASEAN Cooperation in Forest Products Development (FPD) and POA for period 2021-
2025 were circulated on 23 September 2020 to the AWG FPD focal points.

26. The Meeting agreed to provide further input and comments to the ASEAN Secretariat by
23" QOctober 2020 for consolidation and finalization. The draft documents appears as ANNEX

18 and 19 respectively.
AGENDAITEM 8: OTHER MATTERS

Presentation from EU FLEGT Facility

27. The Meeting noted the presentation of EU FLEGT Facility on the EU’'s potential
collaboration to support FLEG Workplan and SPA for ASEAN Cooperation in Forestry. The
Meeting took note that a newly Regional-ASEAN Forest Governance Support Programme (EU
FLEGT Asia Programme) has just signed in August 2020 between the EU and European Forest
Institute to assist ASEAN and the EU on FLEGT in Asia. The programme aims to enhance the
sustainable production and trade of legally sourced timber and timber products, to, within and
from the ASEAN region, and to enhance and demonstrate good forest governance, monitoring
& sustainable forest management across ASEAN Member States and in the Asia region.
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28. This collaboration is aimed to deepen cooperation with ASEAN on Forestry through
three outputs: 1) strengthened systems and capacities for progress in FLEGT licensing,
negotiation and implementation of VPAs; 2) improved dialogue, coordination and exchanges
between AMS and between the EU and/or ASEAN with major ASEAN timber trade partners; 3)
pest practices on national and sub-national forest governance and management frameworks for
sustainable landscape interventions. The presentation appears as ANNEX 20.

29. The Mesting welcomed the new programme and requested the EU to coordinate with
ASEAN Secretariat to identify detail activities for implementation to be inline with the Work Plan
for FLEG implementation in ASEAN and SPA for ASEAN Cooperation in Forestry 2016-2025.

30. The Meeting noted that due to pandemic and tight schedule, Viet Nam will not be able to
host the 8" TLAS Meeting. The EU will identify potential host in AMS in consultation with the

ASEAN Secretariat.

Action line: EU, ASEAN Secretariat

AGENDA ITEM 9: DATE AND VENUE OF THE NEXT MEETING
31. The Meeting agreed that the 24" AWG-FPD Meeting tentatively would be held in 2021 in

Viet Nam. The exact date and venue of the next Mesting will be informed by Viet Nam to
ASEAN Member States through the ASEAN Secretariat in due course.

Action line: Viet Nam and ASEAN Secretariat

AGENDA ITEM 10: ADOPTION OF REPORT

32. The Meeting considered and adopted the Report of the 23™ AWG-FPD Meeting through
ad-referendum.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

33. All AMSs’ delegates expressed their appreciation to the Royal Forest Department of
Thailand for excellent arrangements provided during the Meeting. The Meeting also
acknowledged sincerely the ASEAN Secretariat for the assistance rendered. The Meeting was
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